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to the south-east, between Hoad and River, where the Enemy is now manoeuvring in front of him, from which damage can well come; and he has done his best to be secure there. Four villages or hamlets, close to the Scheld and onwards to the Great Road,—Antoine, Fontenoy, Barry, Ramecroix, with their lanes and boscages,—make a kind of circular base to his triangle; hase of some six or eight miles; with hollows in it, brooks, and northward a considerable Wood' (Boia de Barry, enveloping Barry and Ramecroix, which do not prove of much interest to us, though the -Bot> does of a good deal). ' In and before each of those villages are posts and defences; in Antoine and Fontenoy elaborate redoubts, batteries, redans connecting: in the Wood (fiois de Barry), an abattis, or wall of felled trees, as well as cannon ; and at the point of the Wood, well within double range of Fontenoy, is a Redoubt, called of Eu (Redoute d'Eu, from the regiment occupying it), which will much concern his Royal Highness and us. Saxe has a hundred pieces of cannon' (say the English, which is correct), 'consummately disposed along this space; no ingress possible anywhere, except through the cannon's throat; torrents of fire and cross-fire playing on you. He is armed to the teeth, as they say ; and has his 66,000 arranged according to the best rules of tactics, behind this murderous line of works. If his Royal Highness think of breaking-in, he may count on a very warm reception indeed.
'Saxe is only afraid his Royal Highness will not. Outside of these lines, with a 50,000 dashing fiercely round us, under any kind of leading ; pouncing on our convoys; harassing and sieging us,—our siege of Tournay were a sad outlook. And this is old Austrian Konigseck's opinion, too; though, they say, Waldeck and the Dutch (impetuous in theory at least) opined otherwise, and strengthened Royal Highness's view. Two young men against one old : " Be it so, then !" His Royal Highness, resolute for getting in, manoeuvres and investigates, all Monday 10th; his cannon is not to arrive completely till night; otherwise he would be for breaking-in at once: a fearless young man, fearless as ever his poor Father was; certainly a man sans pear, this one too ; whether of much avis we shall see anon.
' Tuesday morning early, llth May 1745, cannon being up, and dispositions made, his Royal Highness sallies out; sees his men taking their ground: Dutch and Austrians to the left, chiefly opposite Antoine ; English, with some Hanoverians, in the centre and to the right; infantry in front, facing Fontenoy, cavalry to rear flanking the Wood of Barry,—Konigseck, Ligonier and others able, assisting to plant them advantageously ; cannon going, on both sides, the while; radiant enthusiasm, sans peur et sans avis, looking from his Royal Highness'* face. He has been on horseback since two in the morning; cannon